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PSPB Early Guidance
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The following goals and mandates shaped the creation of the interpretive plan.

Goals 

—Show the waterfront stories and histories  
    of the people who shaped it.
—Connect visitors to Seattle’s evolving 
    waterfront through the perspectives of  
    the people who shaped it. 
—Create moments of discovery and connection  
    that encourage exploration.
—Allow for the addition of new voices and  
    new stories over time.
—Convey the spirit of the place in new and  
    surprising ways.
—Pique visitors’ interest in deeper exploration.

Mandates

—Convey the stories of every community 
    that shaped the waterfront. 
—Feature the stories of the tribes who first 
    inhabited the waterfront for many generations.
—Meet section 106 requirements. 
—Be accessible to all visitors.

Interpretive Goals & Mandates
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Storytelling methods include: 

Song lyrics, food menus or quotes from 
waterfront gatherings 

Tactile maps and contours etched into the 
landscape that show the changing shape of 
the waterfront 

Reading rails with a variety of short snippets 
about places of the waterfront 

Lists of commodities and people that have 
moved in and out of the port

Challenges include: 

Limited budget
Limited space 
Varied audience
Varied routes 

In response to this, interpretation is 
designed to be concise but compelling. 

Traditional and non-traditional 
narratives will appear in a mix of 
materials and forms.

Interpretive Storytelling Methodologies & Methods
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Working Group Six 90min Meetings Overview

Sep. 21, 2021
—  

Kickoff Meeting 
Project Introduction and 
Content Development 
Overview and reviewing 
Cultural Wayfinding 
Working Group 
Involvement.

Nov. 18, 2021
—  

Working Session 
Brainstorm content 
possibilities under themes 
of Gathering and Shaping.

Jan. 27, 2022
—  

Working Session 
Brainstorm content 
possibilities under 
themes of Working 
Waterfront and In & Out.

March 23, 2022
—  

Working Session 
Content refinement across 
all themes.

June 1, 2022

—  
Summary Meeting
Preliminary design review of 
content applied to specific 
sign types and locations.

Sep. 29, 2022

—  
Wrap Up Meeting 
Final design review.
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Waterfront Main Corridor Interpretive Storytelling

Diane Sugimura

Advisory Group
Content Research  
& Development

Communication 
Designers

Landscape Architects

Client

Marilyn Wandrey Willard Bill Jr.

Chieko Phillips Leonard Garfield

Valerie Segrest Studio Matthews

Jennifer Ott JCFO Landscape Architects

Office of the Waterfront
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Pioneer Square Interpretive Storytelling

Valerie Segrest Paige Pettibon Studio Matthews MIG Landscape Architects

Content Research   
& Development Illustrator

Communication 
Designers Landscape Architects Client

Office of the Waterfront
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Signage in the Pioneer Square District
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Snapshot of Signage

Planter Panels
Qty 2

Artist Recognition
Qty 2

Welcome Sign
Qty 1

Regulatory Sign
Qty 1

Small Handrails
Qty 1

Large Handrails
2 Locations

Exile to Ballast Island

The island was created by sailing ships 

dumping their ballast of boulders and other 

materials at the waterfront before taking on 

cargoes of lumber, grains, or other goods 

destined for other ports.

The future of Ballast Island

The island was created by sailing ships 

dumping their ballast of boulders and other 

materials at the waterfront before taking on 

cargoes of lumber, grains, or other goods 

destined for other ports.

Duwamish Longhouses were 

burned to prevent them from 

returning to their traditional 

homeland, but for several years, 

they were allowed to live on the 

bleak parcel of land that is Ballast 

Island devoid of fresh water and 

other vital resources. 

However, in time, even Ballast 

Island became too valuable to the 

Whites and the native Duwamish 

were exiled once again. 

By 1917, Native Americans living on 

Ballast Island was a distant 

memory.

Duwamish Longhouses were 

burned to prevent them from 

returning to their traditional 

homeland, but for several years, 

they were allowed to live on the 

bleak parcel of land that is Ballast 

Island devoid of fresh water and 

other vital resources. 

However, in time, even Ballast 

Island became too valuable to the 

Whites and the native Duwamish 

were exiled once again. 

By 1917, Native Americans living on 

Ballast Island was a distant 

memory.

Freestanding Display
Qty 1

South End Freestanding Display
Qty 1

Tri-arm Displays
Qty 1

To create a cohesive intentional design approach 
the Interpretive Wayfinding signs physically 
integrate with or respond to the architecture.

The signage elements are etched, wrapped or attached directly to 
furnishing elements as much as possible in an effort to avoid adding 
physical or visual clutter to the landscape.
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Great Fire Freestanding Display #1

Notes
Content in process



Great Fire Freestanding Display #1
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Stories of Immigration and Expulsion South End Freestanding Display 

Notes
Design and content complete.



Panel Dimensions = 15 inches × 8 feet

Stories of Immigration and Expulsion South End Freestanding Display 
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Geology of Puget Sound Large Handrail #1

Notes
Design and content complete.



Overall Dimensions = 11 inches × 12 feet

Geology of Puget Sound Large Handrail #1



Habitat Beach WF-HL-21 (Large Handrail)

Main Points
The engineering/construction and 
purpose of Habitat Beach, featuring 
what what the beach offers wildlife 
and visitors. 
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Panel Dimensions = 7.5 inches × 4 feet

HOW IT WAS BUILT
Work on marine habitat at the intertidal area began in 
October 2018 with the arrival of a work barge and 
deployment of the containment boom. Barge mounted 
cranes installed the foundation of the marine habitat 
with rocks. A rock slinger was used to place various sizes 
of rocks. A clamshell bucket was used to place different 
sizes of rocks.

Over 45,000 tons of material including; sand, gravel, soil, 
sand, shells, and rocks of varying sizes make up the 
intertidal shoreline. This is to mimic the existing 
ecosystem of Elliott Bay.

LOOSE SUBSTRATE

VEGETATED ECO-BENCH ROUNDED LOOSE 
SUBSTRATE

BEACH SAND WITH DUNE 
PLANTINGS

RIPARIAN PLANTING SOIL

SEAWALLBEACH PEA GRAVEL
ARMOR ROCK ARM

ARMOR ROCK

SAND & GRAVEL

QUARRY SPALL

HABITAT
BEACH

A peaceful beach where visitors can 
touch the water, this new habitat 
supports the waterfront ecosystem, 
including enhancing the salmon 
corridor by adding rocks and nearshore 
vegetation restoring the function of a 
natural shoreline and improving 
ecosystem productivity. 

HEADLINE HERE
When Seattle’s waterfront was developed, Elliott Bay lost 
many of the habitat features associated with the natural 
intertidal habitat including (can’t read) beaches, crevices 
and vegetated hiding places for fi sh.

These habitat marine enhancements will foster young 
growing nearshore vegetation, providing hiding places for 
fi sh and improving conditions for salmon, in order to 
preserve the waterfront ecosystem.

Improvements to the marine habitat began in October 
2018 thanks to an agreement between Washington State 
Ferries and the City of Seattle to make these 
improvements on State-owned property.

Habitat Beach Large Handrail #21
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Cargo Trade Routes Tri-Arm #1

Notes
Some final illustrations still in progress.



Cargo Trade Routes Tri-Arm #1
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Wa Chong Company Small Handrail #1

Notes
Design and content complete.



Panel Dimensions = 11 inches × 2 feet

Wa Chong Company Small Handrail #1
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Pioneer Square Beach & Transit Hub Planter Panels #1 & #2

Notes
Content refinement and design in 
process with JCFO and Valerie Segrest.

Both signs will feature the plants used in 
the landscaping of these areas.
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Planter Panels

� e Habitat Beach planting includes 
nearshore habitat species that evoke 
the unique character of the Puget 
Sound shoreline. Trees, shrubs and 
understory plantings were selected 
that represent native species 
commonly found in Puget Sound 
Shorelines and can survive the tough 
urban conditions of the Waterfront.

CAMAS
SHORE PINE
FESCUE
MANZANITA
ONIONS

� e Transit Hub planting includes trees selected 
for their ‘upright’ canopy structure, balanced 
upper branching habit, and ability to withstand 
tough urban conditions including vehicular and 
pedestrian tra�  c. � e understory planting 
serves as a bu� er between the roadway, bicycle 
facilities, and promenade, while maintaining 
sightlines and clear visibility for buses, drop o�  
areas, and commuters.

ELM
HUCKLEBERRY
ZELKOVA
FOUNTAIN GRASS
IRIS
BLUE BLOSSOM
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Buster Simpson and Tsutakawa Fountain Artist Recognition #1 & #2

Notes
Content in process with artists.

Includes:
Title of artwork
Artist
Artist Statement
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Habitat Beach Welcome Sign and Regulatory Sign

Notes
Content in process.



Thank you!
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